
  

SHEARWATER VENTURES (CHANDLER COVE)   PAGE 1    APRIL 29, 2020 

Department of Marine Resources 

Site Review Report 

Shearwater Ventures, LLC. 

285 Fern Avenue 

           Long Island, ME  04050                             

 

 

 
Figure 1: Vicinity map1 

 

Location: East of Little Chebeague Island, Towns of Chebeague and Long Islands, Casco Bay, 

Cumberland County, Maine 

Purpose: Standard lease for the suspended culture of sugar kelp (Saccharina latissima), skinny 

kelp (Saccharina angustissima)2, horsetail kelp (Laminaria digitata), winged kelp (Alaria 

esculenta), dulse (Palmaria palmata), Irish moss (Chondrus crispus), and laver (Porphyra sp.) 
 

Site Review by: Jon Lewis, Marcy Nelson and Flora Drury 

Report Preparation by: Flora Drury, Marcy Nelson, Cheyenne Adams, and Jon Lewis 

Report Submitted on: April 29, 2020 

 

 

                                                      
1 All figures in this report were created in ArcMap version 10.6 using digitized NOAA Nautical Charts or geo-referenced 

aerial photographs provided by The Maine Office of GIS (OrthoCoastalCascoBay2018). 
2 In the application (page 2), skinny kelp was referred to as a morphotype of Saccharina latissima (Saccharina latissima forma 

angustissima). Skinny kelp is now considered a separate species (Saccharina angustissima) and will be referred to in this report 

as such. 
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Application Overview 

The applicant, Shearwater Ventures, LLC, is requesting 3.833 acres east of Little Chebeague Island in 

Casco Bay for the suspended culture of sugar kelp (Saccharina latissima), skinny kelp (Saccharina 

angustissima), horsetail kelp (Laminaria digitata), winged kelp (Alaria esculenta), dulse (Palmaria 

palmata), Irish moss (Chondrus crispus), and laver (Porphyra sp.) (Figures 1 & 2). The applicant 

proposes to culture marine algae on up to fifteen, one-thousand-foot horizontal longlines suspended 

approximately four feet below the surface of the water.4 At a minimum, the applicant proposes a ten-

foot gap between the deployed longlines. Longlines, depth control lines, and spreader lines would 

be onsite October 15th through June 15th, annually.5 Ten helical anchors, six 2,000-pound gravity 

anchors, and thirty-six associated mooring lines and buoys, would remain on the site throughout 

the year.6 The proposal is within the footprint of, and would replace, the applicantôs experimental lease 

CAS ELCx; CAS ELCx is permitted for the suspended culture of marine algae. 

Maine Department of Marine Resources (MDMR) staff Jon Lewis, Marcy Nelson, and Flora Drury 

assessed the proposed lease site on November 21, 2019. 

 
Figure 2: Proposed lease area with approximate drop camera transects conducted on  

November 21, 2019.  

 

                                                      
3 Applicant originally requested 3.79 acres. DMR calculations, based on the coordinates provided by the applicant, indicate 

the area is 3.83 acres. 
4 Application, pages 10 & 11 
5 Application, pages 8, 9, & 20 
6 Application, pages 10-13 
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Site Characteristics 

 

The proposed lease occupies subtidal waters in Chandler Cove, a protected waterbody surrounded by 

Great Chebeague, Little Chebeague, and Long Islands (Figure 1, Images 1-6). Little Chebeague 

Island, an unpopulated island owned by The State of Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands, is located to 

the west of the proposed lease site (Images 1-3). A tidally-exposed sand bar connecting Great 

Chebeague and Little Chebeague Islands is located to the north of the site. The shore frontage on 

Great Chebeague Island to the north and northeast of the proposed lease is residential and dominated 

by fields and a mixed forest. Docks and moorings are located in the head of Chandler Cove on Great 

Chebeague Island to the northeast of the proposed lease (Image 6). 

 

 
Image 1: Looking northwest at Little Chebeague Island and existing lease CAS 

ELCx from S Corner of proposed lease site (November 21, 2019). 
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Image 2: Looking west at Little Chebeague Island from S Corner of proposed 

lease site (November 21, 2019). 

 

 
Image 3: Looking southwest from the S Corner of the proposed lease site 

(November 21, 2019). 
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Image 4: Looking south at Long Island from S Corner of the proposed lease 

site (November 21, 2019). 

 

 
Image 5: Looking east from S Corner of proposed lease site (November 21, 

2019). 

 


